
	

	

 
Berke Doğanoğlu — As Adam, Early in the Morning 

(Part 1) 
  
  

AS Adam, early in the morning, 
Walking forth from the bower, refresh’d with sleep; 
Behold me where I pass—hear my voice—approach, 
Touch me—touch the palm of your hand to my Body as I pass; 
Be not afraid of my Body. 
 
 
Walt Whitman (1819–1892).  Leaves of Grass.  1900 
  

 
 
We are thrilled to welcome you back at the gallery with a new addition to the program.  
‘As Adam, Early in the morning’ marks Berke Doganoglu’s first solo show in Turkey and gathers a comprehensive body 
of works by the artist which spans over the past five years.  
The exhibition is constituted of two chapters with a change of display.  
The gallery will announce the second one as Part 2. 

The series of paintings As Adam, Early in the Morning is a celebration of the physical body with all its awkwardness 
through the narrative of a pure Figure.  
The paintings here evoke inertia, weariness and temporality through these bodies.  
They are recognized in their physicality, which becomes a metaphor for their psychology. The viewer is entitled to project 
on the paintings since they do not carry any narrative. On the contrary, they may sometimes even appear as landscape 
paintings. 
Through the humanity of these anonymous bodies, the painter invites us to reflect on the experience of bodily 
existence:  « The body is a metaphor for the psychology of the figure and is a physical thing substantial in itself. What 
interests me is the physicality of the body and the fact that it has mass, carries feelings and has a certain awkwardness 
and vulnerability. My paintings belong to an intimate world, one that is slightly recluse. In most cases, the eyes are 
obscured, the head is removed or the figure turns its back on us. The paintings show the physicality and the vulnerability 
of the figure without revealing who that person is. This anonymity allows the viewer to understand the narrative on a 
psychological level. No longer a vehicle for representing a specific person, the body starts to become something that feels 
substantial in its own right: body as a potato or a rock, body resembling a whale washed up on a beach, body as a 
material thing.» 
  
Berke Doğanoğlu (b. İn 1990) is a painter who lives and works in Istanbul, Turkey.  
After graduating from the Painting and Drawing School of the Art Institute of Chicago (USA), Doganoglu completes an 
M.A. in Visual Arts at Sabanci University with a full Merit Scholarship in Istanbul (TR). 
The artist published “Body as a Site for Psychological Exploration” in Metaverse Creativity, Volume 5, Number 2, 
(December 1, 2015)  
Berke Doğanoğlu is currently part of the Istanbul Bienniale Work & Research Program. 
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For inquiries and private viewing appointments contact@thepill.co  
 
 
 


